Mi’kmaq Creation Story

First there was the sky which represents the Life Giver, Gisoolg, the creator of everything. Then the Sun that creates life

and our shadows. Our shadows represent our identities, characteristics and the spirits of the ancestors. The shadows are

the joining of earth and human life. The Sun connects us to the spirit world. Finally, Mother Earth on whom we walk on
and who bears the spirits of the ancestors. All life given to us is from Mother Earth.

Not long after everything was created, the Life Giver caused a bolt of lightning to strike the earth. It formed the shape of
a person, the head was in the direction of the rising sun, and the feet in the direction of the setting sun. His name was
Glooscap, the first being. He was given toes, his hands and fingers and ears to listen to the world around him. He was -
given eyes to see and a nose for smell, and finally a mouth to be able to taste the water and food that comes from the
earth. It was when the third lightning struck that he gained the freedom to move.

He thanked the Life Giver, Mother Earth and Grandfather Sun for his creation and pays his respect to the four direc-
tions. Once he returns to the spot he was created, Glooscap is visited by an eagle who tells him he will be joined by his
family who will teach him about his place in this world. When the eagle flew away, a feather fell. Glooscap picked it up,
looked up at the Eagle and spoke “T will keep this featheras a reminder of my connection to my people, The Life Giver,
Grandfather Sun and Mother Earth”

Glooscap turns around and is met with his Grandmother who is born from a rock. She teaches him the way of the
stars, the winds, the tides and the seasons. She also teaches him about the plant life, the animals and how to make food,
shelter and clothing. Glooscap then calls for the Marten and says “I want to ask if you can give up your life, so that me
and Grandmother can live. We will use your fur for clothes, your meat for food, your bones as tools and medicine” The
Marten agreed and Glooscap gives thanks to the Giver of Life, Grandfather Sun and Mother Earth. He then gathers the
left over sparks from the lighting strikes and wood to light a fire, the Great Spirit Fire. They cook the meat and celebrate
Grandmothers arrival to the world.

One day while Glooscap is walking along the shore he meets a young man who says he is his nephew. He is Whirlwind,
he passes through the ocean and causes the foam to form and blow ashore. The foam blows across the sand, rocks and
finally resting on the sweet grass. “With the help of Life Giver, Mother Earth and Grandfather Sun I was created” Whirl-
wind said. “T was sent here to help you and Grandmother as well as guide you” Then the Nephew calls upon the fish to
be used as food and tools. They celebrate the Nephews arrival to this world.

~ While Glooscap was sitting by the fire, a woman appears and sits beside him “Who are you?” Glooscap asked. The wom-
an spoke “I am your mother, and I owe my life to the leaf that fell to the ground and collected the early morning dew.
With the help of from the Life Giver, Mother Earth and Grandfather Sun I was created” His mother was brought to this
world with gifts. She brought the colours of the world, the blues of the sky, the greens of the grass, to the yellows of the
sun. She also brought the love and understanding for her children so that they can continue to survive and care for one
another. Then everyone gathered and celebrated the arrival of his mother to this world.

One day the Eagle returns and tells Glooscap the he and his grandmother must return to the spirit world and that his
Mother and Nephew will be in charge of the fire so it doesn’t go out. Sparks from the fire fly out and create men and
women. They form their own families and honour the Life Giver, Mother Earth Grandfather Sun and Glooscap. They

give thanks to Glooscap Grandmother, His nephew, his mother and honour all creations of life



Raven: A Haida Creation Story

This story begins when the world was only water and sky. There was no earth and only a single reef peaked above
the water. All the great beings lived on top of this reef, the greatest living at the highest point. All in a row were
the others, the weakest being the last.

The Flying being, Raven flew above and couldn’t find a place to land. Instead he decides to fly to the sky country,
to a town that was set up in five rows. In this town the chief’s daughter had a baby and during the night Raven
snuck into the chief’s house and scooped the baby out of their skin and took its place, becoming Raven Child.

Once becoming Raven Child, he grew hungry. So hungry that he took the eyes from the people in the first row
of the village and ate them, this continued for the next four nights for each row of the village. A woman who was
made of stone, saw what was happening and warned the Sky People about it. Then the Chief gathered everyone
around and they started to sing a song for the Raven Child and the who was holding Raven child in his cradle
dropped him. Raven Child fell through the sky and landed back in the water, drifting in his cradle.

Suddenly he heard a voice speak “Grandfather will let you in” Raven stepped out to a totem pole made of stone,

one he can easily climb up and down from. He climbed down the totem pole to find a small house at the bottom.

He entered the house to see a man that looked like a seagull. The man spoke “Grab this speckled stone and put it

in the water followed by the black stone. After that is done, take a bite of each stone and spit it out, then you will
see them unite as one” And so Raven Child did what he was told.

Once the pieces become one, trees began to appear. He put them in the water and it stretched out even more and

became land. After this was done, Raven Child had the ability to create many more things. When the water had

finally gone down, Raven summoned human beings. The Raven is seen as sacred, he is a trickster who is greedy

and mischievous but who also teaches human how to live a good life. He uses his powers to get important things

for the humans. He used his powers to get the sun, the moon and stars as well as fresh water, salmon and fire for
the humans. Ravens creations are all around them.




Sky Woman

Long before the world was created, there was an island in the sky inhabited by sky 3
people. One day a pregnant sky woman dropped through a hole created by an uproot-
ed tree and began to fall for what seemed like an eternity.

Coming out of darkness, she eventually sees oceans. The animals from this world
congregate, trying to understand what they see in the sky. A flock of birds is sent to
help her. The birds catch her and gently guide her down onto the back of Great Turtle.
Otters, beavers
and the other water creatures have prepared a place for her on turtle’s back. They
bring mud from the bottom of the ocean and place it on turtle’s back until solid earth
begins to form and increase in size.

Turtle’s back becomes Sky Woman’s home and the plants she’s brought down with her
from Skyworld, including tobacco and strawberries, are her medicine. She makes a life
for herself and becomes the mother of Haudenosaunee life, as we know it today.




The Legend of Nuliajuk

“Long ago when there were no seals, walruses or any other animals in the sea, and the Inuit were the only people

on the land. There was a young and beautiful woman named Nuliajuk. She was so beautiful that all them men
wanted to marry her, but she was not attracted to any of them. She did not want to marry anyone unless in was
the man she was seeing in her dreams, she was determined to wait, but this did not please her father.

One day while her father was away hunting, a young hansom man came by her father’s camp. The man was
dressed in magnificent clothing and held a harpoon carved out of a single bone. “T have heard on the wind that
there was a beautiful woman here waiting for a husband” he spoke “I see that is must be you, come with me and
be my bride. You will be the mistress of my home on the island of birds, where to lamp is always filled with oil, a

pot filled with meat and the wind is always warm. Come”.

Nuliajuk was excited to hear these promises, but had to wait on her father’s decision who has yet to return. This
handsome man was persistent temping her with many promises, and to follow him. Was this the man of her
dreams? she felt compelled to follow the handsome man and be with him. As the days went on and the winds
grew stronger, so did the handsome mans desire for her.

Eventually, Nuliajuk gave in and followed the handsome man. They traveled for five days and came upon a har-
bour guarded by two giant polar bears, the shore covered with flocks of birds, and more in the sky, this was the
island of birds. Nuliajuk was not happy, she was lonely and missed her Father. Many months have passed and one
day her husband went out to hunt, she decided to follow him.

Without her husband realizing, Nuliajuk caught him transforming, his arms changing into wings as black as
ravens, his legs now have claws and talons. He was changing into a bird before her very eyes. Nuliajuk scared,
she turned and ran and ran, she married a bird spirit! Meanwhile, her father had spent many days calling to his
daughter, eventually coming to the island of birds on his boat. There he saw his daughter weeping on the shores.
He convinced his daughter to come home with him.

As they were leaving, her husband came running. “come back!” he shouted. But the father and daughter kept
going, paddling stronger. Then her husbands bird spirit was set free, running wild and flew as a black Raven. His
big black wings cause the winds to grow stronger and the waves higher, scaring her father. Her father was scared

he angered the sea spirits, and asked for forgiveness from his daughter as they were calling her back and threw
her into the sea.

Nuliajuk struggled to get back into the boat, her hands reaching and clawing. But her father kept pushing her
back into the waters, chopping at her fingers. As each part of her hands fell into the sea, they became a part of all -
creation. She came to understand that this was her destiny, she created the seals, walruses and the whales and all .

the other great sea creatures for all the Inuit. Sometimes in the wind you can hear the Great Sea Goddess who

gave us all Creations, Nuliajuk?”




Wisakachak And The Flood

“In the beginning, animals were masters of the world and lived in harmony. There was one among them called
Wisakachak, he was given powers from the Creator to watch over the creatures so that they stay safe and
good. However, Wisakachak was a trickster and loved to play tricks on the animals.

He played so many tricks on others that the Creator had to give him a warning. “keep misbehaving and I'll
wash away the world! You will | be sorry” Wisakachak didn't listen and decided it was time to play a trick on %
the Beaver. He spent all day building a dam that would trap Beaver on his way out of his home and planned to *
blame it on the Muskrat.

Wisakachak sat and waited in the bush to call beaver out, as he was about to Muskrat ran up to him and bit
him in the leg, causing Wisakachak to scream. Beaver knew then that Wisakachak was planning to trick him
and ran away with Muskrat. Since his trick failed, Wisakachak decided to take apart the dam he built.

As he broke the dam the water flowed in every direction and didn’t stop!

The water kept on rising and Wisakachak remembered the creator words and feared this was the end of the
world. Fearing for his life Wisakachak built a raft with the trees, and grabbed the creatures swimming by with
him. He saved, Muskrat, Beaver, Wolf, Fox, Deer, Otter, Raven and Moose. Together they watched the world
flood before their eyes. They longed for land and called to the Creator to save them.

The Creator felt pity for his creatures and told Wisakachak “You have the power to create a new world using
the earth that still exists under the water, find it” Beaver dove in right away, he searched and search and nearly
drowned but could not find any earth. Next, the Raven flew into the sky and searched in all directions till his
wings were tired, but could not find earth either.

Wisakachak then looked over at Wolf and encouraged him to try. Wolf, proud of his strength dove into the
water, swimming deeper and deeper till he smelt earth. He dove even deeper till he was able to grab a small
amount of moss and swam as fast as he could back to the surface.

Everyone cheered, and Wisakachak started to chant his magic. The moss began to grow, it spread all over the
raft then into islands and land masses. Finally, the world was formed again, and Wisakachak used his magic to
create new animals and land?”




